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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month, a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share an Ethical Will or portion of one

in order to help us prepare for this season of self reflection and personal
growth.                         

 

 

  
Tsedukkah Isn't Just Coins In A Box    

Marge Goldin  
 
Richard and Mary Morrison were 2010 Megamillions winners from Long 
Island.  Unlike so many suddenly wealthy people who squander their winnings, 
the Morrisons chose to set up a family foundation with a portion of the money 
they had won.  Sometime after that, they were interviewed on a television 
program with others about how winning the lottery had changed their 
life.  Recently they were notified that the production crew wanted to do  a 
followup story about them and asked them to select an organization they had 
helped through their foundation to be the backdrop for the show. They chose 
Great Strides Long Island. 
  
I cofounded Great Strides Long Island, a 510 c(3) charity, in 2009 to support a 
therapeutic horseback riding program in Middle Island.  We started with small 
fundraisers and collecting money by returning NYS deposit bottles and cans 
and were able to have scholarship money for families who could not afford to 
have their children ride without financial help.  Almost three years ago we 
discovered that the Morrison's daughter Rose lived two doors down from our 
program director, and a new association was born. When Great Strides grew 
into an independent riding program last winter raising money took on new 
importance.  The Morrison Family stepped up and provided a generous grant. 
  
By happy circumstance the filming for the TV program was scheduled for this 
past week, coinciding with my family's annual summer visit from California, and 
my grandsons were active participants.   I carefully explained to the boys what 
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was going to happen that afternoon, about the Morrisons and what their 
Foundation had done to help, why it had made such a difference, and why it 
was important to thank them.  I hope that in their little kid way they understood 
some of it, because in my ethical will is a section stating that choosing causes 
to support is one of the important things they can do in life.  
I have confidence that the message is being heard, in large part because my 
son and daughter in law feel the same way.  Last fall my 6 year old grandson 
went to a humane society and donated some of his birthday money to 
them.  He saw the animals who needed adoption, medical help, food and 
shelter.  It made an impression.  This spring a check came in the mail for $10 
to Great Strides from my 8 year old grandson with a note he had written on a 
homemade card that this donation was from his birthday money.  Grandma 
could not have been prouder. 
  
Marge Goldin doesn't have enough hours in the day helping keep Great 
Strides LI operating smoothly.  She has been married to her husband Steve for 
almost 44 years.  They have two terrific sons, one terrific daughter in law and 
two terrific grandsons.   
  
 
   
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story? Write an ethical will, in the form of a 
letter, a story or a collections of sayings.  Include the "gifts" you would like to leave 
to your family  focusing on the values and character traits which you feel are most 
important.  Send it in its entirety or send a section of it 
to:       ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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