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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month, a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share an Ethical Will or portion of one

in order to help us prepare for this season of self reflection and personal
growth.                         

 

 

 Because In the End, Everything Matters  

Kevin Gray 
  
As a funeral director, I am constantly reminded of the vagaries of life, its 
ironies, its incredible unfairness at times, and most of all, how fleeting and 
unexpectedly brief it can sometimes be. One would think that given these 
reminders,  I have recognized the importance of giving thought to my 
legacy..But one would be wrong.  
  
Rabbi Susie's request for me to prepare an ethical will has forced me to ponder 
important  things I suppose I have simply chosen to ignore. I thank her for 
having asked me to do this. So here goes: 
  
I would hope that my children have been left with the gift of not prejudging 
anyone by the way they look; that "different" is not inferior. I want them to be 
mindful that  good/bad,, bright/not so much,, honest/cheater, financially well 
off/struggling, etc. is not a function of color, creed, religion but a reflection of 
circumstances and choices. My children's conclusions should be drawn from 
their personal experience with people, not with preconceived notions about 
them. 
  
And, by following a simple rule, you cannot ever be wrong. Treat everyone the 
way you would wish to be treated.  
  
Kevin Gray is the Director of Star of David Memorial Chapels and the head of 
cemetery committee at TBT.  Kevin and his wife Donna are active members of 
TBT.  His 3 children, Jolie, Emma and Preston have all gone through our 
program.  In his next life I think he should come back as a stand up comedian.  
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Would you like to share your Elul Story? Write an ethical will, in the form of a 
letter, a story or a collections of sayings.  Include the "gifts" you would like to leave 
to your family  focusing on the values and character traits which you feel are most 
important.  Send it in its entirety or send a section of it 
to:       ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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