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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community  

Tonight we will commemorate 9-11 at services and we will be incorporating 
elements of selichot into our service, including changing the Torah covers to 
white,  to help us prepare for the High Holidays. -SHM                      

 

 

 Erev 9-11  

Carrie Behrens 
  
I am sitting here now on the eve of 9-11 which is one of the saddest days in the history 
of our country thinking about my daughter, Amanda who is having her 15th 
birthday tomorrow.  She was one year old when this senseless tragedy took place. We 
planned her baby naming at Temple Beth Torah on Friday night September 14th, 2001, 
which coincidently was the same night that our temple was holding a memorial service 
for all the families and friends who lost their loved ones on that day.There were 
hundreds of people at that service that night.  Everyone was crying. It was so sad and 
unbearable!! I approached Rabbi Gellman and told him that I did not want to have my 
daughter's baby naming on such a sad night. He wrapped both of his arms around me 
and said " Where there is death there is life and you will have this simchah tonight and 
we all need to celebrate life!"  
As the High Holidays approach we all must remember those who perished on this day 
and also remember to celebrate eachother's lives and be thankful for all the love and 
people we cherish everyday! L'Shanah Tovah!! 
  
Carrie Behrens and her husband Stuart have 2 children, Amanda and 
Kyle.  We wish Amanda a Happy Birthday and thank the Behrens for helping 
to lift up our souls and our spirits on that night 14 years ago.  
 
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story? Write an ethical will, in the form of a 
letter, a story or a collections of sayings.  Include the "gifts" you would like to leave 
to your family  focusing on the values and character traits which you feel are most 
important.  Send it in its entirety or send a section of it 
to:       ravsusie@gmail.com.    



2

If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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