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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

question:  
What is the best gift you have ever received?

 

 

 The Gift of Love  

Jeffrey Nackenson 
  
As we all know, a gift can be tangible or intangible.  The Best Gift I Ever 
Received was the most intangible one can imagine ... LOVE.  Having loving 
parents is always a great start, but to find love with another person, that is 
beyond words. 
  
I have found Love with my soul mate, my wife and my friend, Wendy.  Our 
story sounds like a novel, but it is all true.  After meeting at the gym in the early 
80's, we had our first date.  Over dinner, the hours blended into each 
other.  We felt so comfortable talking to each other, that we even chose the first 
and middle name of our oldest son, Joshua, even though marriage was not on 
the table.  It just happened.  I knew that night, when I took Wendy to her home, 
that she was my soul mate, or as Wendy, the Spanish teacher in the house will 
say, "Esta es mi media naranja" ("You are the other half of my orange").  The 
gift of love is amazing to acquire and I feel blessed to have met my soul mate 
Wendy.  I treasure our love and our family every day. 
  
Wendy & Jeff are celebrating 24 years of Temple membership.  Their oldest 
son, Joshua was in the first 4-year olds graduating class from TBT's Nursery 
School.  He is now in his first year of ER residency in Dallas.  Their younger 
son, Chase, is in Chile, teaching English to disadvantaged teenagers. 
 
 

 

 Would you like to share your Elul Story?  Answer the question:  What is the best 
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gift you have ever received?  You can interpret the word gift very liberally- a 
moment, a thing, a find, advice, a surprise.   Send it to me 
at:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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