
1

 

ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

question:  
What is the best gift you have ever received?

 

 

 The Gift of a Simple Hug 
Debbie Archer 
 
My siblings and I grew up in a somewhat-Orthodox household. Our 
parents were quite strict in their observance of the High Holy  Days-
and that included walking to shul and me sitting with my mom and 
sister upstairs while my dad and brother sat downstairs. 
But to a four-year-old, after about ten minutes, that separation 
seemed as if it would last forever, and was totally unacceptable. So 
I managed to wriggle free and make my way downstairs.  I found 
my family, much to my brother's consternation ( sorry, bro) and my 
dad's delight. He sat me on his lap, and wrapped me in a Tallis 
hug.  I still remember that hug, almost fifty-six years later. 
For many years, as a nursery school teacher at TBT, I wrapped my 
kidlets in tallit on Shabbat and blessed them.  And each and every 
time, I was blessed with the memory of that one special hug. 
Thanks, Dad; I hope you were watching from Heaven! 
 
Debbie Archer has been a beloved teacher to so many of our preschoolers even 
the ones who are all grown up. she has been part of our TBT family for over 20 
years.  She is an EMT with the Melville Fire Department. (Thank you Debbie) 
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Would you like to share your Elul Story?  Answer the question:  What is the best 
gift you have ever received?  You can interpret the word gift very liberally- a 
moment, a thing, a find, advice, a surprise.   Send it to me 
at:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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