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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

question:  
What is the best gift you have ever received?

 

 

 Tradition! 
Debbie Strashun 
 
I was lucky to have my maternal grandmother way into my 50's, and 
my mom is still working well into her 80's. These two strong, smart 
woman have always told me stories about my relatives from Austria/ 
Poland who perished at the hands of the nazis. My great aunt, uncle 
and eight cousins were sent to the camps and murdered. 
It is this reason that I must teach children, Jewish children. It gives me 
so much joy to teach our children about Shabbat, Chanukah and 
Passover every year. It somehow fills the darkness that ended my 
relatives lives. 
I know grandma Bertha is smiling and my mom Edythe knows that we 
shall never forget! 
These stories were a gift to me and my children. 
 
Debbie Strashun is better known as Miss Debbie and teaches in our Nursery and 
Religious Schools.  She and her husband John are members of TBT.  We wish 
them a mazel tov on their son's upcoming wedding. 
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story?  Answer the question:  What is the best gift 
you have ever received?  You can interpret the word gift very liberally- a moment, a 
thing, a find, advice, a surprise.   Send it to me at:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
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If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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