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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

  Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the 
month,            a different Temple Beth Torah congregant will respond to the

prompt:  
This Inspired Me...    

 
 

 

 

 The Inspiration of Anna and the King of Siam 

Joyce G. Tisman 
 
 I'm an avid reader, enjoying plot, character, and the beauty of the language 
the author creates with countless numbers or words available. Often I am 
drawn most by the picturesque language. This can be evident in both fiction 
and non fiction selections. Often I discover new perspectives and see things 
with "fresh eyes".  
  
Such was the case with the book, Anna and the King of Siam by Margaret 
Landon.  It was based on the book The English Governess in the Siamese 
Court by Anna Leonowens written in 1870. The Government of Siam did all it 
could to prevent its publication. It is a story of the clash of wills concerning 
human rights (both of women and, concubines and slaves in a very exotic (for 
the 1950's reader) setting. Anna has been brought to Siam by the King to teach 
and westernize her students setting up an immediate cultural conflict. Both are 
very strong individuals. It is an easy linear read that brings to the reader's 
attention conflicts over westernization and the loss of one's own cultural 
identity, women's need for equality, and the conflict between nationalization 
and globalization. All these issues are still relevant today and so the book is 
surprisingly current, putting it among the classics. 
  
The themes are timely and the book was made into the well known movie, The 
King and I. For an eleven year old reader the book was magical. It took me on 
a journey to new places and encouraged both emotional and spiritual growth 
that provided me with an incentive to learn more about anything that interested 
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me and to go out and find new things to engage me. It was this book that 
began a life long journey to be engaged with my world and not just what I 
already knew. To learn examine, evaluate and make a difference during my 
life. 
  
Joyce Tisman and her husband Russell are long time members of TBT.  Joyce 
volunteers in our Nursery School and comes in character to teach our children 
on special occasions. 
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your Elul Story for our This Inspired Me series?  Please 
share a book ,or a movie, or a song, or a TV show that left a lasting impression on 
you.    Send your This Inspired Me to:    ravsusie@gmail.com.    
(This theme is inspired by the fact that this month we are holding a Book Drive for 
the Brooke Jackman Literacy Foundation.  We are collecting new children and 
teen books which will be delivered to children all over the NY area.  Come hear the 
Jackman's story on Friday, Sept 8th after services.) 
    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   
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