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ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month, a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share a High Holiday reflection

to   help us prepare for this season of prayer, repentance and
tzedakah.                         

 

 

 Building a Temple, A Labor of Love 

Marvin Broitman  
  
The change in how I practice my religion from when I was a child until today, a 
journey of over 70 years, starts in the Bronx, living in a six story building made 
up of almost all Jewish families. Judaism was a core of my family life but not in 
the surroundings of a Temple. As my brother Stan wrote in his Elul note, we 
went to Jewish school. We learned to read and speak Yiddish, not Hebrew. We 
celebrated the Jewish holidays in our homes with family and not in Temple. 
  
Now jump 30 years or more and my own family, my wife Maddie and sons 
David and Joshua are living in a wonderful single family house in Melville. How 
do we bring yiddishkite to our sons? The main source of Jewish learning in our 
area was a small Temple in a single family house in Melville. My boys would 
learn Hebrew, Jewish history, the Jewish holidays and most of all be 
surrounded by other Jewish children.  
  
The Temple had to grow from this small house to a home of its' own. Some 
wonderful people raised enough money to start the base Temple. I was asked 
to join the committee to bring the Temple to fruition. I agreed and this decision 
changed my life. Over a period of a few years TBT became the center of my 
non-work life. Working with Rabbi Gellman, and later with Rabbi Susie, the 
committee which I would head, visited over 200 families in their homes to raise 
the funds needed to finish the Temple, the Religious School, the Nursery 
School and the Celebration Room (the catering facility). During these visits I 
learned about how wonderful people can be. They contributed what was 
appropriate for themselves. Some gifts were small and some were very large. 
Altogether we built a Temple. In the process I served as President of the 
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Temple and I made some of my friends for life. I consider myself fortunate for 
the opportunity to be part of our Temple's history. 
  
I have been a member of TBT for over 40 years I have two fine sons, two 
great daughter-in-laws and four terrific grandchildren 
I lost my wife, Maddie, to ALS five years ago after 48 years of a wonderful 
marriage. I am blessed with a wonderful partner in life, Ronee. 
I am a graduate electrical engineer and I have an MBA. I served in the army 
as an officer from 1962 to 1964. 
  
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your story?   It can be a High Holiday memory, a first 
experience or a ritual that is special to you at this time of year.  Send your stories 
to ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


