
1

 

ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month, a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share a High Holiday reflection

to   help us prepare for this season of prayer, repentance and
tzedakah.                         

 

 

 My Journey to Judaism 

Judi Milich 
 
  
I was born with a Jewish soul. I never doubted it.  This was very unusual since 
both of my parents were not Jewish!  I was always drawn to Judaism and 
interested in its teachings even when I was sent to Sunday school at a 
church.  I remember asking the teachers to explain the concept of the Jews as 
G-d's chosen people.  Growing up all of my friends  were Jewish. In those days 
there was school on the Jewish holidays.  I would get up on Rosh Hashanah 
and tell my mother that I couldn't go to school that day because it was a Jewish 
holiday!  She was quite perplexed.  I would walk to the Temple that my friends 
attended and stand outside with them.  I wondered why they did not go inside 
for the service and chose to stand outside when they didn't have to.  
 
  
I only dated Jewish boys and wound up marrying one.  My three children 
became Bar and Bat Mitzvah.  I knew that I wanted to formally convert to 
Judaism but I wasn't quite sure how it worked or who I could appeal to for 
help. Rabbi Gellman fixed all that.  Under his guidance I was able to study and 
become a Jew-by-choice. As the waters of the mikvah swirled around me I 
knew that my life's quest was completed.  Now I was an "authentic" Jew, 
something I was meant to be all along.   
  
 
  
Judi was on the TBT Board for over 20 years and ran the Ritual Committee 
for five years.  She studied Torah with Rabbi Gellman for 25 years.  She has 
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enjoyed a rich Jewish life at TBT.  After the tragic loss of her husband she was 
blessed to meet Marvin at TBT where in was also involved.  They were 
married at the Temple.   
  
 

 

 

Would you like to share your story?   It can be a High Holiday memory, a first 
experience or a ritual that is special to you at this time of year.  Send your stories 
to ravsusie@gmail.com.    
If you missed any of the previous Elul Stories you can go to www.tbtny.org (media 
galleries/elul stories).   

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


