
1

 

ELUL STORIES
Sharing our stories, sharing lives, creating community

Elul is the month leading up to Rosh HaShanah.  Each day during the month a 
different Temple Beth Torah congregant will share a High Holiday reflection

to   help us prepare for this season of prayer, repentance and
tzedakah.                         

 

 

 My Life as a Jew in One Paragraph 
Stan Broitman 
 
I am 13, about to become a bar mitzvah. Now don't get me wrong, I 
was always a Jew (look at me - how could you miss it). A cultural 
Jew, I always say. A Zionist, I even go to Yiddish school 
(reluctantly). Sholem Aleichem Shul # 45 in the Bronx. During 
holidays, I hang out with friends -- outside a synagogue.  What goes 
on in there? Other than my bar mitzvah, I have no idea. Bar mitzvah 
time I have new awakenings, but take no action. ---- Now I actually 
belong. Many years and some regrets later, I go to many services - 
inside the temple and see friends - inside. I know prayers, many by 
heart. The sense is one of belonging - a coming home - at times a 
spiritual awakening - but mostly a connection. A connection I guess 
I have always yearned for. 
 
Thank you Rabbi Susie for this assignment. I never really thought 
about this, until now. Hey, I actually know a Rabbi! 
 
I have been a member of TBT for over 20 years.  I have two great children, Adam and 
Tamara, and an exceptionally beautiful (to look at and to be with) wife, Ruth.   I have been 
many things: an Occupational Therapist, an Army Officer, a Banker, etc. and most recently a 
Career, Retirement and Business Coach. 
   
 

 

 Would you like to share your story?   It can be a High Holiday memory, a first 
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experience or a ritual that is special to you at this time of year.  Send your stories 
to ravsusie@gmail.com. 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


